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DownLine Foreign Missions

Teaching Preparation

Preparation Philosophy

· We train and equip you as much as possible – YOU must be willing to put significant time and energy into getting ready.

· Some learning is done on the field – the train-as-you-go model that Jesus gave the 12 and 70 in Luke 9 & 10.

· The teaching curriculum will be assigned and given to you with time to study and prepare.

Key Qualities of Effective Trainers

· Being prepared

· Spiritually mature Christian with a sensitive spirit

· Cross-cultural sensitivity 

· Willingness to listen to the learners

· Humility

· An ability to work well with others

· Good communication skills (able to make material relevant & understandable)

· Good grasp of subject matter

· Involvement and experience with what is being taught (meaning you live it out)

· An ability to spend time with those being trained (approachability, availability for discussion, sharing of ideas, Q & A)

Preparing to Teach

· Know all the main points in your teaching lesson
· Able to clearly communicate the main point of the lesson (repeat the big idea several times)

· Teach at a basic level 
· Use language that translates easily
· All team members will be required to turn in to the team leader a prep accountability form (form is on the webpage) stating that they have completed all preparation including 4 speaking opportunities before the trip. 

· Give yourself enough time – spend significant time in studying the material assigned to you
· Learn what is in the lesson as if you will be tested on it & why it is important to teach on the field
· Deal with substance first – then style

· Each person has his or her own style of teaching: some memorize the material word for word, some use highly detailed notes, some use an outline, and some use few key words.

· As you prepare and teach to the preview audiences you will discover which method works best for you

· Listen to other people teaching the lesson that you will be giving.  Go to the “DL Students Only” section on the webpage and look under International Mission Talks

· Use your notes from listening to others as well as the notes and outlines we give you to put together your teaching session

· Stick closely with the main points of the lesson, but feel free to add in your illustrations as they apply

· Finish your preparation early

· Go over your lesson alone multiple times
· Lock yourself in your room and pretend you are actually giving it – this helps more than you can imagine!

· Give it to yourself in front of the mirror

· Teach your lesson at least 4 times to a live audience before going and be willing to make adjustments
· Don’t wing it in your previews – you should prepare for them as if you were giving it on the field

· Make sure a DL approved previewer hears your talk at least once to offer advice and encouragement 
· Know how all the discipleship pieces fit together (read Tally Ho – it helps you understand this)
· Prepare for a longer teaching, but be ready to shorten with little notice- Be flexible
· Set up a meeting with a DownLine staff member to discuss if you need further assistance

Why is Practicing Your Teaching Aloud Important?
When you give your teaching aloud over and over you be become fluent with it, will learn what to stress, how slowly to go and where to pause, and will speak it with more and more confidence.  When you go over your material aloud you will notice mistakes and needless complexities you tend to miss when you read silently. You will also become a more confident teacher because you will be better at stressing your major points. 
Teach Joyfully

Teaching can be terrifying, and representing the Word of God brings teaching to a whole new level of intimidation. Such acts carry eternal consequences! But this is why Jesus sent his Spirit — so you can be sure that your faithfulness is in the Spirit sharing in Christ's faithfulness. Let that assurance give you his peace and grace as you speak.

Prepare, Prepare, Prepare!

Spontaneity only works when years of preparation are backing it up. Basically it requires fluency in the subject matter, just as spontaneous speech requires fluency in a language. If you learn it well enough it will flow with the proper energy, and you will be able to deliver it with proper eye contact. 

Speaking Through a Translator

· Speak clearly & not too fast

· Speak a sentence or two, then allow time for translation

· Don’t give huge run on sentences

· Don’t stop in the middle of an idea

· Look at the audience, not the translator

· Remember translation will nearly double your talk time

Dress for Teaching

This applies to most, but not all trips. 

Dress nice when you are teaching!

· Guys – nice pants, collared long-sleeve shirt, tucked in, look nice!

· Girls – long skirts; nice, modest top.

Do not let your dress be a barrier to what you are communicating

